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What Did We Do in 2024?

2024 was a fantastic year for BSTRA, marked by exciting events, successful
fundraising, and significant contributions to our beloved trails.

We organized 13 rides, attracting 487 enthusiastic riders. The tack sale, trailer
safety clinic, and two campouts added to the fun and camaraderie.

Our fundraising efforts were exceptional, generating a remarkable $18,579.76.
Here's how we put those funds to good use:

eWynham Land Trust: Donated $10,500 to preserve land open to horseback ri
ding.

eMass Parks for All: Contributed $500 to advocate for our forests and parks.

eFriends of Upton State Forest: Donated $240.30 for future trail improvemen
ts.

eHubbbarston Mt. Jefferson: Contributed $1,500 for bridge and trail improve
ments.

eGrafton: Provided geotextile material for horse-safe bridges.

On our property, we officially opened a 1/2 mile connector trail, including a 0.2-
mile loop, from the Southern New England Trunkline Trail to the trail system behi
nd Douglas schools. This project involved 166.89 volunteer hours, cash expenses o
f $13,310, and donated equipment and materials worth $2,100, totaling $22,202.
The ribbon-cutting ceremony in December was a proud moment for all involved.

At Inman Hill Wildlife Conservation Area in Mendon, MA, we created 1.2 miles of
new trails around the hay fields. This project required 24.76 volunteer hours and
$10,700 in cash expenses, totaling $11,708.

We also dedicated 162.09 volunteer hours to trail work in Douglas, Upton,

Oxford, Thompson, CT, and Escoheag, Rl, valued at $6,598.

In total, we invested a grand sum of $52,508 into our trails in
2024!

Here’s a breakdown of our volunteer hours:

e Events: 649.97 hours

(Continued on page 2)
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¢ Fundraising: 84.9 hours

represent our interests in horseback riding.
e Trail Projects: 34.25 hours
e Trail Work: 319.49 hours

contributed hours is an astounding $58,461.

year ahead! BK

e Meetings: 71.24 hours including attending various public hearing and collaborating with organization to

e  Writing: 184.06 hours for newsletters, public hearing comments, grants and letters about trails.

A total of 72 volunteers contributed an impressive 1,426.92 hours. This includes 48 BSTRA members who
contributed 1,343.91 hours and 24 non-members who contributed 83.01 hours. The total value of these

We are incredibly grateful for the dedication and hard work of our volunteers. Here's to another amazing

IMPORTANT INSURANCE
INFORMATION

Equisure is launching a new service

that will allow you to pay Equisure
directly for the excess personal lia-
bility insurance. This will save us from having to

submit collected fees and member’s information.

Once you fill out your membership form and pay
the membership fees your confirmation window
will have the link to go the page to pay for your
excess personal liability insurance if you wish to

have it.

Yes, it will be a bit bumpy this year as we transi-
tion to this format as we teach all of us old dogs a

new trick!

' Swerling
Winnick

PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS, INC.
781 416 1000 x 11§ PAUL WINNICK

617 633 6494 CELL paul @swerling.com

781 444 5112 HOME

AV O N

the company for women

Karen Parlin
Independent Sales Representative

92 Old Westboro Rd
North Grafton, MA 01536

774-293-0051
kpschip@aol.com

The SADDLE SHED
"Evenything For Fowe & Reden!"

English & Western - Farrier Supplies
Clothing, Tack, Supplies & Gifts!

thesaddleshedinc@gmail.com  www.theSaddleShed.com

Rie 122,237 Providence Rd.
So. Grafton, Ma 01560 (508)839-3016
Hours: Tues thru Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sun & Mon

BOB CLARKS D06
TRA!:P)IING

Bob Clark, Certified Master Trainer

774-573-2959
bobclarksdogtraining.com

Problem Solving. Free Evaluations. Puppy Classes
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Feb. 16, 2025
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
&

AWARDS BANQUET

Pleasant Vally Country Club
95 Armsby Road, Sutton MA

LUNCHEON BUFFET:

Tossed Garden Salad, Seasonal Fresh
Fruit Salad, Warm Rolls & Butter, Pasta TIME: 12 to 4 PM

Primavera, Chicken Marsala, Sliced Sir- F ACM SPONSORLD 5}’_| | 12:15 Election of

loin Beef, Chef's Medley of Vegetables, Officers & Cash Bar

Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes, Assorted
’ Opens
Dessert Display, Freshly Brewed Coffee MASS FRAMING CORY. P

and Tea LISTER BUILDINGS 12:30 Lunch
COST: Adults: $35 40 Following Lunch will be
Age 12 & Under: $15 ||_ HE-649 JJMA the presentation of year

end awards and BSTRA
raffle.

DEADLINE: Paid reservations
must be received by Feb. 6th

Members, please bring your friends and family. Non-members welcome too! Come to this
afternoon of fun, good food, awards, election of Officers and huge raffle!

< s — -y~ <=
Feb 16 AGM & Awards Banquet Adult or Junior | Amount

Name

Name

Name

Street Address

Town, State, Zip

Will Bring Something for the Raffle

If registering by mail, send Registration Form and check payable to BSTRA, Inc. to:
Suzanne Nicholas, 96 Mountain Gait Road, Ashland, MA 01721



ko - roud to Sponsor BSTRA!

.\_,\4.

Thuck & Thailer Sewsice & Sales

608-641-9212

BRIDLE PATH TACK

for horses, doas and those who love them
Bridlepathtacklic.com or Facebook.com/bridlepathtack -Live Mondays € 7PM

JOHN DEERE

UNITED

Ag & Turf

 Millbury - (508) 865-3800

WWW. UnitedEquip.com

Carrie LeBlanc
BUSINESS INTEGRATION MANAGER, WEB DEVELOPMENT

cleblanc@dsgraphics.com
978-569-1244 pirect  508-380-6197 CELL

120 Stedman Street, Lowell, MA 0185
dsgraphics.com  dsgpromo.com

ey
(&

Where does equestrian use land for economic impact?

The Outdoor Recreation Roundtable presented their Economic Impact by Industry Segment (Nominal
Gross Output, 2023) released in Nov. 2024

Industry Impact in Billions
RVing 56.8
Boating 52.5
Hunting/Shooting/Trapping 22.8
Motorcycle/ATV 19
Climbing/Hiking/Tenting 12.8
Fishing 12.5
Equestrian 9.9
Skiing/Snowboarding 7.6
Snowmobiling/Other snow 7.6
activities

Biking 5.4
Canoeing/Kayaking 1.3
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BSTRA Volunteer Award Program Recording Sheet

Use this form to keep track of your time spent on BSTRA and trails projects.

Name Street,

Town/State/Zip

E-Mail What would you like for your volunteer hours?* (if blank, we will consider it a
donation back to BSTRA)

BSTRA Volunteer Award Program Guidelines

When you volunteer your time to help BSTRA, you earn points
towards year end awards. If you are involved in an activity that is
not listed here, please check with the BSTRA Board of Directors.
Also note that the Board of Directors do not receive compensa-
tion or volunteer hours for time served related to their positions as
officers/directors, except for a complimentary membership. You
must be a member in good standing to receive points.

Points are awarded for the following activities.

1. Non-BSTRA meetings you attend which are related to trail
issues. For example: Town Master Plan meetings, working on
a trail or greenway, State Forest Resource Management Plans,
Friends of a State Forest or a specific trail. In other words,
anything to do with trails allowing horseback riding.

2. Time spent representing BSTRA at parades, trade shows, con-
ferences, etc.

3. Time spent preparing for, or cleaning up after, a BSTRA
event. For example: marking trails, setting up jumps, taking
down markers, setting up tables, making signs, etc.

4. Time spent working at a BSTRA event. For example: check-
ing riders in or parking trailers.

5. Time spent on writing projects. For example: fundraising
letters, grant proposals, press releases, newsletter articles, etc.

6. Time spent working on trails. For example: attending BSTRA
work days, attending another group’s trail work days, verifia-
ble independent work on State or Town trails (include names
and phone numbers of person that can verify the work).

7. Time spent traveling to meetings, work days, or events, can be

counted if travel time is over one hour, one way.

Use the form below to keep track of your hours. At the end of the
year, turn it in to Becky Kalagher, 24 Glenn Street, Douglas, MA
01516 ot e-mail to bstra@charter.net Forms must be received by
January 4th of the new year in order to be eligible.

You can also submit your volunteers hours through our website
under the Membership tab.

To qualify for year end awards, adults must
volunteer a minimum of four hours.

*Volunteer hours are worth $.75 per hour and can
go towards your membership, AGM ticket, ride pass,
BSTRA clothing, a gift certificate to your favorite
place, or a donation back to BSTRA.
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POULIN GRAIN PROGRAM

When you buy Poulin grain for your animals, make sure to tell the clerk
that you are a BSTRA member. That’s all you have to do! We get .25
for each bag you buy. The collected bag amounts are remitted to Poulin
and they send us a check. Participating dealers: Mane Place (Uxbridge).

EXCESS PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

A $1 million Excess Personal Liability Insurance policy is an optional
member benefit. Become an individual or family member of BSTRA and
choose this valuable protection. This service is provided by Equisure,
Inc. in cooperation with BSTRA. This program is not a source of reve-
nue for BSTRA. Association Resource Group Purchasing Group (the
Mater Policy holder) has arranged coverage with Certain Underwriters
at Lloyd’s London using Equisure Inc. as the agent. For details, please
visit our website at www.bstra.org or email rzariczny@verizon.net

BSTRA CLOTHING

Please us this QR code to access our site to pur-

on the Support tab in the top header, then click
on Merchandise Sales. There will be a link on that
page that takes you to the “store”. NEW ITEMS E _.-
ADDED

SHOP iGIVE

When you log in & shop their 2,000+ stores (think Chewy, Walmart,
Expedia and so many more), we'll earn donations at least TWICE what
we earned through AmazonSmile. The average donation through an
iGive store is about 3%, with some offering 25% or higher! Make it all
automatic. Download the iGive Button & turn your browser into an
automatic donation generating machine! Use the handy link on our web-
site under the Support tab.

VOLUNTEER HOURS

You can now submit your volunteer hours online from our website.
Please make use of this throughout the year so you don’t forget what
you did.

UNIBANK

Find a Banking Solution That Fits You.

Uniquely.

800-578-4270 customer.service@unibank.com

ere

Trailers

View our HUGE selection of
new and pre-owned trailers
on our web site!

www.yeredtrailers.com

Since 1976...
New England’s Premiere
Trailer Dealer

11 West Mill Street, Medfield, MA
508-359-7300 =
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o g Free ads are for members and their items
CIaSSIerdS only. Please contact the editor for adver-
tising rates for non-member classified ads. Please submit your ad in
writing (mail or e-mail) to the editor. Ads will only appear once un-
less you notify us to run it again. Ads must be received by the 15th

of the month preceding publication.

Horse items for sale: Amigo Blanket-Fits 14.2 to 14.3 clean
and waterproofed, medium to heavyweight Black - $50.00
Roma - 2 Wick/easy-dry-cool all purpose saddle pads-1 plain
quilted pad. All in good condition. $5.00 each 1 Cotton string
girth- 36” -$15.00 1-Shedding Blade - $1.00 Call Marty @ 508-
561 8089

Golf Cart for sale: 4 passenger plus bed seat folds down.
Gas motor, windshield, lights, aluminum frame. Asking $3,500.
Call Paul at 508-662-3301.

Wintex Isabella Dressage Saddle: Black, 17” seat, has
interchangeable gullets (comes with medium and wide). Girth,
irons, working diamond wool pad, and saddle cleaner. $550.
Email bstra@charter.net.

Saddle for Sale: Western 15" Imus Saddle, made for gaited
horses. $800.00 or BO Text Aurore@ 401-527-1950 for info
and pictures.

Saddle for Sale: Custom Circle Y. Older, but in great

shape. The fully hand tooled saddle leather is a mahogany col-
or. It is accented with a rope edge with silver lacing. The horn
is braided rawhide with silver lacing. The gullet is 6-3/4" wide
which is considered semi- quarter horse bars. Set up for dou-
ble rigging. The sheepskin is really good. 15” seat. Floral en-
graved conchos and matching pieces on saddle. One of a kind
saddle. $1,000. Pictures available. Email bstra@charter.net

BSTRA Board meetings are usually on the
first Thursday of the month. If you wish to
attend one of our meetings, drop us an

email and we will send you the meeting link.

Sharron Cochran
Realtors MA

Tel 800.859.2745, ext 722
Cell 413.668.7606

sharron@equinehomes.com

WWW.EQUINEHOMES.COM

NEW ENGLAND AND FLORIDA

Business Classifieds
Short Term/Vacation Boarding: Walking High Farm has two run
in sheds with separate fencing available for your short term needs.
Going on vacation? We can take care of your horse, or both if you
have two of them. Please call Becky for details at 508-476-3960 or
bstra@charter.net

Horse Training, Horsemanship Lessons, Riding Lessons; Do
you struggle with loading your horse onto the trailer? Want him to
self-load? Need assistance with keeping your horse on the lunge line,
overcoming stall or food aggression, catching a hard-to-catch horse,
or improving your horse's whoa command? Enhance your relationship
with your horse and develop new horsemanship and riding skills with
our expert training. We offer versatile and liberty training, among
other services, to help you and your horse achieve your goals. Call
Cathie (508-479-5266) bobcatfarm.com and check us out on facebook
@ Bobcat Farm

LOOKING TO SELL OR BUY HORSE PROPERTY

| service Central and Western MA from backyard farms to full eques-
trian facilities helping you to create life long memories. Why not have
a Realtor that has been in the horse community for over 30 years.
Sharron Cochran 413-668-7606

Sharron@equinehomes.com

“The Adventures of BB, the Wonder Pony” is an illus-
trated, first chapter children’s book that will be enjoyed by
readers of all ages. My Connemara Pony “BB” tells his life story
in his own pony voice. BB talks about life as a foal, learning to
be ridden, going to a variety of shows and having adventures
with his big brother Cody. The illustrations are by a 12-year-
old artist — really cute, on every few pages. You can contact
me at sue.perry@charter.net to purchase a book, $5.00 each
plus shipping. You can also order the book on-line from Ama-
zon at $7.99.

Please Renew Your
Membership for 2025

\’\
3y EquidDec
,\M}’ Veterinary Se

rvices:

Dr Caitlin Eaton & Associates

EquidDocVet.com
M-F 8:30-4:30 Office 508-885-4205
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Date (raindate)

Feb. 16

April 26
April 27
May 3
May 10
May 18
May 24-26
June 1
June 8
July 3-6
July 19
July 27
Sept. 14
Oct. 19
Oct. 26
Nov. 2
Nov. 16

Event/Location/Sponsor

AGM & Awards Banquet, Sutton MA
Event sponsored by Mass Framing Corp

Park Serve Day Douglas State Forest

Park Serve Day Upton State Forest

Nancy Maenzo Ride, Douglas MA

Trail Work Day Hodges Village Dam Oxford MA

Live Lark Acres Ride, Thompson CT

Memorial Day Campout, Carver MA

Poker Run, Oxford MA

National Trails Day, Hubbardston MA

4th of July Campout, Douglas MA

Goddard Brunch Ride, E. Greenwich RI

Galloping Gourmet Ride, Royalston MA

Wild West Ride, Upton MA

Lea Maclnnis Ride, Lincoln MA

Big Pumpkin Ride, Upton MA

Turkey Trot, Carver MA

Thompson Raceway Ride, Thomson CT

*NEHT affiliated rides
1. Unless otherwise noted, all rides start at 10 am and trail work days at 9 am

Contact

Suzanne

Becky
Suzanne
Kelly
Becky
Becky
Rose

Rose
Rose
Becky
Suzanne

Joyce
Rose
Becky

Phone#

508-380-2124

508-476-3960
508-380-2124
774-276-0260
508-476-3960
508-476-3960
401-487-3190

401-487-3190
401-487-3190
508-476-3960
508-380-2124

617-429-1319
401-487-3190
508-476-3960

email address

hc07645@gmail.com

bstra@charter.net
hc07645@gmail.com
krshaw13@gmail.com
bstra@charter.net
bstra@charter.net
rzariczny@verizon.net

rzariczny@verizon.net
rzariczny@verizon.net
bstra@charter.net
hc07645@gmail.com

jskanion@charter.net
rzariczny@verizon.net
bstra@charter.net

In case of questionable weather, call before leaving home. You will NOT be called if the event is cancelled.

2
3. Most rides require advance registration and payment to receive lunch.
4. Riders 17 years old and under, accompanied by a guardian, ride free (includes lunch if pre-registered). (May be exceptions

on some rides)

o

Alcohol is prohibited on State property. No smoking allowed while riding.
A current Coggins within a year of the ride date is required.

7. Please leave the trails and parking areas better than you found them and be considerate of others! Clean up your hay & ma-

nure at all rides!

8. Year end awards require a member in good standing to have a minimum of 4 hours of volunteer time completed.

Divisions: Pleasure, Competitive,
Accumulative. Age as of January 1st:
Junior (17 and under), Adult (18-64),
Senior (65 or older).
For more Information, visit our web-
site at www.bstra.org
9.  PayPal payments for rides will no
longer be transferred to another ride.

Refunds will be made.

DEAN
BANK

Since 1889

* Checking, Savings & CD’s
* Mortgage & Home Equity Loans

Welcome New Members

Ann Burns, Charlton MA
Bonnie Bielefeld, Littleton MA
Dee DiTerlizzi, Westboro MA

Erik Koper, Newton MA

@ Equal Housing Lender

* New & Used Vehicle Financing
* Small Business & Commercial Loans

FRANKLIN « BELLINGHAM
BLACKSTONE « MENDON

www.deanbank.com

(508) 528-0088

Member FDIC
Member SIF
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|
We are on the web!

www.bstra.org

Bay State Trail Riders Association, Inc. Membership Application (expires December 3 1st )
Mail this form with check payable to BSTRA, Inc. to: Rose Zariczny, 216 Grand Street, Woonsocket, Rl 02895

Name: phone: ( )

Do NOT release my name for discounts or coupons to benefit BSTRA [ ]

Address: email:
(# & street) (town/city) (state/zip)

Please check all that apply:

Single $25[ ] Junior (17 and under) $12[ ]

Family $35[ ] Individual Lifetime Membership $400 [ ]

Printed Bugle $25[ ]
Additional Barn Membership $35 [ ] Barn Name

Additional donation to this 501(c)(3) corporation $ . Your tax exempt donation will be acknowledged.

I'd like to receive Community Horse, published Spring & Fall, at no cost tome [ ]

| can help

e by volunteering for trail work days [ ]

e by sponsoring a trail ride ($) [ ] Questions! rzariczny@verizon.net or 401-487-3190

e by hosting/running a trail ride [ ]

e with other projects that might be needed [ ] Thank you for your support. Happy Trails!

e by serving on the Board of Directors [ ] Committee [ ]
e with



mailto:rzariczny@verizon.net

